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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  BATTALION  (AW)(SP)  44TH  ARTILLERY 
APO  US  FORCES  96269 


AVFA-AT- 1/44-C 


11  February  1967 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  *  uarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1967 
(Initial  Report)  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

•This  Aoewant  eentains  information  affecting  the  Nation* 

eao  Defsnst  of  the  United  States  within  the  r  aning  of  the 

ee  s  b  on  l9plon#g#  x^es.  Title  18,  U.  S.  C.,  Section  793  and  796. 

Its  transmission  or  the  revelation  of  its  contents  ia  nnj 
aannsr  to  AQ  unauthorzied  person  is  prohibited,  oy  law** 

SECTION  I  SIGNIFICANT  ORGANIZATION  OR  UNIT  ACTIVITIES 


1.  GENERAL 

a.  Organization  and  Activation.  This  Battalion  and  attached 
Battery  G,  (Caliber  .50  MG),  65th  Artillery  were  activated  1  March  1966 
by  General  Order  2,  Headquarters  U.S.  Army  Air  Defense  Center,  dated 
10  January  1966.  The  organizational  structure  of  this  Battalion  is 

as  follows:  D  D 

HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  BATTALION  (AW)(SP)  44TH  ART ILLE RY |7T\ f? (TOf? f 

ACCTrwrn  lw  JAM  S 


)  c 

mfMn 


ASSIGNED  JAN  t  W 

HQ  Battery,  1st  Battalion  (AW)(SP)  44th  ArtillerU  I  JjLl  ini  Llf  JJ  'Ll 
A  Battery,  1st  Battalion  (AW)(SP)  44th  Artillery0  _ 

B  Battery,  1st  Battalion  (AW)(SP)  44th  Artillery 

C  Battery,  1st  Battalion  (AW)(SP)  44th  Artillery 

D  Battery,  1st  Battalion  (AW)(SP)  44th  Artillery 

ATTACHED 

G  Battery  (Machinegun  Caliber  .50),  65th  Artillery 

b.  Activities.  Unit  training  was  initiated  on  11  April  1966 
and  culminated  by  successful  completion  of  the  Army  Training  Test  on 
1  July  1966.  Following  the  successful  completion  of  a  Command  Maintenance 
Management  Inspection  on  15  July  1966,  the  unit  began  Operational  Readi¬ 
ness  Training  which  was  completed  on  3  September  1966.  POM  was  initi¬ 
ated  on  6  September  1966  and  equipment  prepared  for  loading  on  30  September 
1966.  The  Battalion  main  body  departed  Fort  Bliss  on  16  October  1966, 
with  the  Rear-Advance  party  departing  on  24  October  1966.  The  Battalion 
being  VOCG  attached  to  1st  Cav  Division,  the  advance  party  began  pre¬ 
parations  at  An  Khe  upon  arrival,  27  October  1966.  On  4  November  1966, 
the  advance  party  was  notified  the  Battalion  was  further  assigned  to 
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52d  Artillery  Group,  Pleiku,  and  would  split  into  two  segments;  one- 
half  to  be  OPCON  4th  Division  at  Pleiku  and  the  other  half  OPCON  1st 
CAV  Division  at  Hammond  LZ  (near  Phu  Cat).  The  main  body  artived  Qui 
Nhon  on  6  November  1966  and  troops  and  Red  TAT  equipment  was  shipped  to 
both  points.  On  14  November  1966,  the  Battalion  was  assigned  OPCON 
III  Marine  Amphibious  Force,  Da  Nang.  Unit  was  further  assigned  OPCON 
III  Marine  Division,  and  moved  on  29  November  1966  to  Dong  Ha,  with  one 
battery  each  to  Phu  Bal  and  Camp  J.J.  Carrol  (coord.  060540).  Battery  G, 
65th  Artillery  was  attached  as  follows:  Two  (2)  sections  to  Battery  D 
at  Phu  Bai;  one  (1)  section  to  Battery  C  at  Camp  J.J.  Carrol;  Head¬ 
quarters  Battery,  Battery  G,  65th  Artillery  and  three  sections  remain  with 
the  Battalion  at  Dong  Ha. 

c.  POM.  The  Battalion  conducted  POM  activities  at  Fort  Bliss, 
Texas,  a  distance  of  fifty  (50)  miles  from  the  Battalion  Camp  located 
at  Orogrando  Range  Camp,  New  Mexico.  This  distance  created  additional 
administrative  and  logistical  problems  for  the  Battalion.  Radios  re¬ 
quired  for  deployment  were  only  received  in  time  for  checkout  prior  to 
packing,  giving  the  unit  no  time  for  conduct  of  training  on  the  AN/GRG-19 
and  the  new  FM  series  radios.  Prime  weapons  for  the  Battalionwere  sent 
directly  from  depots  to  ports  of  embarkation.  There  was  no  opportunity 
for  the  unit  to  check  for  completeness  of  OVE  equipment  prior  to 
embarkation.  Generally,  it  must  be  said  that  the  rebuilt  M42's  and 
M55's  received  were  in  excellent  condition.  However,  the  M42's  were 
received  less  the  crew  headsets  for  communications.  These  items  did 

not  come  with  the  OVE  as  expected,  and  limited  the  employment  of  these 
weapons  initially.  The  most  general  problem  encountered  during  the 
period  of  movement  was  the  loss  of  supplies  and  equipment,  both  organi¬ 
zational  and  personal  due  to  weather  and  shipment  damage. 

d.  Movemnet.  Unit  moves  form  Qui  Nhon,  An  Khe,  Pleiku, 

Hammond  LZ  to  Da  Nang  were  admins it rative  in  nature,  normally  involving 
air  transport  of  men  and  equipment.  Four  (4)  days  were  involved  in 
this  movement  and  seven  (7)  days  for  movement  of  Red  TAT  equipment 
Tactical  equipment  was  received  and  processed  in  Da  Nang*  Move  from 
Da  Nang  to  points  of  assignment  was  made  by  "Rough  Rider  Convoy". 

Marine  Air  and  Security  Forces  along  with  Battery  G  (Caliber  .50  MG), 

65th  Artillery  were  utilized  for  convoy  protection.  Two  (2)  days  were 
required  to  convoy  men  and  equipment  North  less  M42  vehicles  and  5  ton 
trucks  which  were  shipped  on  LClf's  to  Phu  Bai  and  Dong  Ha.  Some  WABTOC 
supplies  are  still  in  process  of  being  shipped  from  Da  Nang. 

2.  INTELLIGENCE. 

Intelligence  activities  conducted  by  this  Battalion  take  the 
form  of  patrols,  both  mounted  and  foot,  in  support  fo  Sector  II,  Dong 
Ha  defense. 
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3.  OPERATIONS  AND  TRAINING  ACTIVITIES 

a*  Plans*  Continue  support  operations  of  3d  Marine  Division 
in  Operation  Chinook  and  Prairie  II. 

b.  Operations.  This  Battalion  has  been  deployed  since  its 
arrival  at  Dong  Ha,  29  November  1966.  As  base  camp  was  originally 
outside  the  Dong  Ha  defensive  perimeter,  ground  was  taken  for  Headquarters 
A,  B,  and  G  Battery,  65th  Artillery.  Battery  D  arrived  Phu  Bal  and 
Battery  C  arrived  Dong  Ha  on  4  December  1966.  Air  and  perimeter  defense 
positions  for  Dong  Ha  were  occupied  on  9  December  1966;  for  Camp  J.J. 
Carrol  on  12  December  1966;  for  Phu  Bal  on  14  December  1966.  Battery  G, 
65th  Artillery  is  employed  in  air  and  perimeter  defensive  positions  as 
well  as  in  convoy  escort  duty  which  has  been  accomplished  dally  since 
arrival  in  area  of  operations.  Inclosure  1  lists  missions  performed  by 
the  Battalion  and  Battery  G,  65th  Artillery  during  the  reporting  period. 
Inclosure  2  elaborates  on  the  employment  of  this  unit  in  the  3d  Marine 
Amphibious  Force  TAOR. 

c.  When  deployed  in  Isolated  positions  or  when  moving  in 
dense  foliage,  there  is  a  requirement  for  an  easily  manueverable 
shock  weapon  that  can  be  fired  from  the  turret  of  the  M42.  To  enhance 
the  capabilities  of  M42  gun  crews  in  ground  support  and  self-defense, 

M79  Grenade  Launchers  were  requested  on  USARV  Form  47R  and  DF  Form 
2765-1,  dated  10  January  1967. 

d.  Training. 

(1)  Unit  Training.  Unit  training  was  donducted  under 
ATP  44-2,  which  is  heavily  weighted  in  air  defense  operations.  Future 
training  of  automatic  weapons  units  should  be  more  equally  divided 
between  the  air  defense  role  and  the  ground  role.  This  units  primary 
mission  is  air  defense,  but  the  secondary  mission  of  ground  defense 
and  direct  support  operations  is  our  general  day  to  day  assignment. 

(2)  In  Country  Training.  Training  during  the  reporting 
period  since  arrival  in  country  consisted  of  four  (4)  days  prime  weapons 
firing  at  Da  Nang;  one  (1)  day  firing  individual  weapons  and  M60  Machine- 
guns;  one  (1)  day  on  Claymore  Mines  and  Booby  Traps.  Since  becoming 
operational,  three  (3)  hours  have  been  utilized  each  week  for  crew  drill. 

e.  Chemical.  N/A 

f.  PSYWAR.  N/A 

4.  LOGISTICS 

a.  Resupply  of  units  and/or  sections  employed  in  various 
operations  away  from  the  base  camp  have  posed  few  problems  at  this  time. 
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This  can  bo  attributed  to  the  sound  resupply  procedures  ostablishad 
find  maintained  by  the  headquartors  to  which  this  organization  is  under 
operational  control.  The  primo  method  of  resupply  utilized  by  our 
operational  control  headquarters  is  "holilift",  except  for  large 
operations  vrhoro  on  1ISR  has  been  established.  The  one  item  that  is 
ncodod,  and  not  available  in  this  area  for  holilift,  is  250  or  500 
gallon  rubberized  fuel  bladders.  At  present,  refueling  is  being 
accomplished  with  55  gallon  drums,  which  are  difficult  to  handlo  in 
quantity.  Action  was  initiated  through  supply  channels  on  this  item  on 
US-'JIV  Form  47-R  end  IL.  2755-1  on  10  February  1967* 

b.  Duo  to  the  worldwido  shortage  of  end  items  and  repair 
parts  for  this  organization's  main  weapon  system  (Gun,  SP  FT M42AL) 
it  is  imperntivo  that  an  engineer  mine  swooping  team  bo  attached  to 
elements  operating  away  from  the  bnao  ernp. 

c.  When  tactically  feasible,  a  unit  should  receive  a  specific 
assignment  upon  arrival  in  country.  Debarkation  of  non  and  equipment 
of  tiiis  unit  in  several  areas  caused  loss  of  equipment  and  supplies. 

-.1  though  woll  packed  upon  doparturo,  the  loading  and  unloading  oper¬ 
ations  plus  the  weather  playod  havoc  on  expendible  supplies,  unpacked 
items  in  COHEX  containers  and  non-roplaceablo  items  in  W.JJTOC  such  as  • 
refrigerators . 

d.  FUol  consumption  experience  for  the  li^Z  in  infantry 
direct  support  operations  cross  country  has  been  .24  miles  per  gallon 
or  -approximately  35  miles  on  a  full  tank  of  gam.  This  is  on  the  low 
and  of  35-100  miles  rated. cruising  range,  and  is  due  to  slow  speeds 
required  by  foot  troops  and  terrain. 

c,  -mnaunition  supply  rates,  established  by  higher  headquarters, 
have  been  adequate.  The  A3R  i3  as  follows* 

40dei  -  200  rounds  per  day  per  ii42. 

Caliber  .50  -  636  rounds  per  day  per  Ii55« 

5.  CIVUj  AFF-IRS 

a.  medical  Caro. 

(l)  During  tho  period  19  December  1966  through  31  January 
1967,  tho  Battalion  Medical  Section,  provided  medical  assistance  to 
approximately  600  patients  at  Dai  An  Hamlet  (coordinate  242538).  Tho 
principal  treatments  wore  for  colds,  hoadaohos,  skin  infeotions,  and 
skin  disease. 


(2) 

initiated  at  Dai 
use  *  soap 
tho  infeotioi 


s  therapy  for  round  worms  was 
t  was  omphasizod  that  they 
event  the  rocurroncc  of 
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b«  Or.  12  January  1967  this  organization  piokod  up  320  bags  of 
ocaiont  and  730  shoots  of  tin  from  USAID  Wnrohouse  in  QjiangTri »  which 
will  bo  used  by  momburs  of  tho  Dai  An  Hamlet  to  oonstruct  hew  homes 
whoro  tho  hoalot  is  to  bo  relocated. 

c.  On  12  January  1967  at  Dai  An  Hamlet,  this  organization 
furnished  a  security  forco  to  provide  protection  for  a  property  evaluation 
team  from  QuangPri  Provincial  Hoadquartors.  Tho  soourity  force  was 
provided  for  tho  feoriod  1200  hours  to  1600  hours,  17  January  1967» 

d.  On  9  January  1967 »  vohiolos  from  this  Battalion  transported 
130  bags  of  coment  from  tho  USAID  Warehouse ,  ^uangTri ,  to  tho  Battalion 
aroa  for  temporary  storr-go.  This  cement  will  bo  delivered  to  tho 

Dai  An  villagers  when  thoy  neod  it. 

o.  On  17  January  1967  and  10  January  1967,  this  organization 
provided  ton  trucks  (2  on  17  Janu'  ry  -  1  on  18  January  1967)  to  tho 
Base  Coordinator  for  use  of  Viotnnmoso  grave  removal  operations. 

f.  This  Battalion  will  furnish  tho  transportation  roquirod 
for  evacuation  and  relocation  of  tho  village  of  Dai  An. 

6.  EiftSOFrlEL 

a.  Officor  rotational  hump.  It  appears  at  this  time  this 
Battalion  will  be  ablo  to  solve  its  own  rotational  hump  problem  with  the 
number  of  Officers  who  have  voluntarily  oxtendod  their  tour,  from 
thirty  (30)  to  sixty  (60)  days,  if  thoy  night  remain  assigned  to  this 
Battalion. 

b.  Por3onnol  wore  continually  being  assigned  to  this  unit 
who  wore  later  dotominod  to  bo  modically  or  administratively  non- 
doployablo  during  tho  unit  training  phase-.  This  incroased  tho  adminis¬ 
trative  burden  on  this  unit  and  dolayod  proper  fill  of  critical  positions. 
It  is  rocommondod  that  sorooning  bo  accomplished  prior  to  ordering  of 
poroonnol  to  a  unit,  training  for  deployment. 

7.  mRTILLiaRY 

a.  In  support  of  Operation  Prairie  and  Operation  Cninook,  tho 
following  numbor  of  rounds  have  been  fired  by  thi3  Battalion* 

40m  -  62,416  rounds  ammunition. 

Caliber  *30  -  172,113  rounds  Ammunition* 

b.  Ammunition  for  tho  40m  gun  has  boon  adequate  and  readily 
a  '  iloblo.  Type  of  ammunition  available  is  tho  MARK  I  JfiilT-SD  and  tho 
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MBRK  27  HE-T-SD.  This  ammunition  is  self  dostructing  at  ranges  of 
3500-4500  noters,  doponding  on  lot,  and  is  suitable  for  air  defons- 
firing  and  short  rrngo  surf ao  •  firing.  With  KLHE  2  H3-T  PD,  ranges  of 
8500  noters  could  bo  undertaken  in  fire  missions.  This  type  of  nnnu- 
nition  'was  requested  on  DA  Farm  581 ,  dated  1  February  19&7» 

8^;)3I(XT4L 

a.  M/GRC-19 

Prior  to  doploynent  fron  COITUS  this  Battalion  was  issued 
23  radio  sots  AN/GRO-19  in  lieu  of  the  Bif/GRC-106  radio.  Tho  AJ/GRC-19 
has  proven  to  bo  an  unsatisfactory  substitute  for  tho  following  roasons* 

(1)  The  Battalion  mission  is  to  provido  diroot  support 
for  III  1'LlF  manauvor  elonents.  Tho  M  radio  equipment  currently  in  uso 
by  III  YlJ  units  being  supported  is  single -side-band  radio  sets,  4N/TRC-75 
and  hN/KlC-47.  The  iU./GRC-19  radio  will  not  net  with  the  LN/PRC-47 
radio  and  tho  iwi/lRC-75  radio  has  to  bo  adjusted  in  order  to  not  with 
'tho  aJT/GHC-19  radio. 

(2)  'The  Battalion  also  must  bo  prepared  to  assume  an  air 
dofonro  nission  at  any  time.  USLF  units  in  the  area  uso  COLL  KB  KVtJ-ZA, 

3  ingle -side -band  radios  for  passing  early  warning  air  dofonse  information. 
At  the  present  tirao  tho  Battalion  in  relying  on  wiro  communications  with 
USAF  units  for  early  warning.  Tho  *1T/Gac~106  radio  will  net  with  US4F 
a inglo -s ido-band  radios  in  use  while  tho  4N/GRC-19  will  not.  Wire  com— 
munication  is  impractical  in  a.  mobile  situation.  This  unit  has  requested 
issue  of  the  .iN/GRC-106. 

b.  Additional  IM  Requirouonts,  •  » 

Direct  support  operations  have  found  tho  Battalion  lacking 
in  communication  oquipmont.  normally,  a  platoon  or  loss  of  M42  weapons 
i3  assigned  in  support  of  company  operations.  The  platoon  loador 
operates  fron  one  H42  ho  has  designated  as  tho  cocnand  vehicle.  As  this 
vehicle  is  equipped  with  tho  AIT/VRC-46,  the  platoon  leader  can  havo 
only  communications  with  his  platoon.  This  problem  has  boon  tenporily 
solved  by  the  pl-atoon  loader  carrying  an  AIT/rRC-25  for  communications 
with  tho  supported  clone nt.  The  canmuni cation  section  is  in  process  of 
a  13 tailing  brokets  in  tho  H42  so  that  an  AS/VH.C-47  nay  ba  mounted,  thus 
allowing  tho  monitoring  of  two  channels.  One  Atf/VRC-47  is  available*  for 
■ach  platoon. 
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SECTION  II  COliUKDER'  S  OBSERVATIONS  m  RECaflENIL.TIOITS 


Part  I,  Observations  (Lessons  Learned) (c) 

1.  K3RS0KN3L 

Itomi  assignment  of  non-POR  qualified  porsonnol  to  a  doployablo 

unit. 

Discussioni  Closo  supervision  should  bo  givon  the  screening  for 
assignment  of  porsonnol  to  a  doploying  unit.  Many  personnel  in  critical 
MOS  aroaa  of  this  Battalion  and  of  the  critioal  grade  area  of  E-5  to  3-6 
wore  assignud  who  wore  under  investigation  or  charges,  non-security 
cloarablo  or  physically  disqualified  for  deployment  overseas.  In  added 
administrative  burdon  ensued  and  an  training  had  to  prooood,  gaps  were 
created  as  these  individuals  were  finally  roassigned  prior  to  deployment. 

Qbsorvationi  Personnel  should  bo  screened  in  accordance  with 
existing  regulations  prior  to  assignment  to  a  deploying  unit. 

2.  OPER  .TICK'S 

a.  Item  Increasing  ammunition  capaoity  of  M55  Hount. 

Discugsjofli  It  has  boon  found  that  20mn  ammunition  con¬ 
tainers  can  be  adapted  for  use  an  Caliber  .50  ammunition  feeding  boxes 
on  the  M55  Qhp-d  Calibor  .50  liaohinogun  Mount.  Tho  larger  size  of  those 
containers  provides  the  1155  crow  capability  to  firo  1400  rounds  (550 
rounds,  5  linked  belts  per  container)  without  roloading  instead  of  tho  • 
normal  420  rounds.  Two  methods  hewo  beon  used  to  attach  the  20mm  con¬ 
tainers  to  tho  mount  1 

(1)  Tho  loading  tray  is  removed  and  the  20mu 
container  is  weldod  in  its  plaoo. 

(2)  Tho  loading  tray  is  out-down  where  it  is 
attached  to  tho  mount  and  to  tho  stub  is  wolded  tho  20mm  container. 

Oaro  must  bo  exorcised  when  using  the  larger  ammunition  boxos  to  insuro 
‘ant  barrel  life  is  not  roducod  by  firing  excessively  long  bursts. 

Qbsorvationi  This  added  capability  has  boon  especially  valu¬ 
'd.' Lo  for  guns  on  convoy  escort  fluty  where  maximum  sustained  firepower 
must  be  applied  in  case  of  nabu3h • 
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AVFA-AT- 1  /44-C  13  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1967 
(Initial  Report)  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

b.  Item:  The  effectiveness  of  the  Quad  Caliber  .50  M55  can  be 
extended  with  added  fire  control  equipment. 

Discussion:  The  M55  is  an  effective  H  and  I  weapon  in  indirect 
fire.  However,  do  to  lack  of  a  gunners  quadrant,  compass  and  binoculars, 
Indirect  fire  cannot  be  undertaken  as  tbs  mount  has  no  indicators  for 
elevation  and  asimuth.  A  firing  table  is  available  for  this  weapon.  A 
request  was  initiated  by  USARV  Form  47-R  and  DA  2765-1  on  27  January  1967 
to  obtain  a  gunners  quadrant,  compass  and  binoculars  for  each  M55  gun 
squad. 

Observation:  The  requested  change  should  be  approved  and 
equipment  issued  as  soon  as  possible. 

c.  Item:  The  AN/TPS-25  Anti-Personnel  Radar  adds  to  the  effective 
ness  of  the  AW  mission  of  perimeter  defense. 

Discussion:  One  of  the  primary  missions  of  the  M42/M55 
Battalion  in  Vietnam  is  night  perimeter  ground  defense.  On  two  occasions, 
the  effectiveness  of  co-locating  an  anti-personnel  radar  and  an  M42  weapon 
has  proved  a  useful  tool  in  night  defense.  On  these  occasions  the  radar 
picked  up  enemy  probes  approaching  the  perimeter  network.  Asimuth  and 
range  were  passed  to  the  gun  section  which  was  able  to  swing  easily  to 
the  required  asimuth  and  elevation,  and  without  deadtime  for  illumination, 
sweep  the  probe  area  with  automatic  fire.  This  fire  control/firepower 
team  is  able  to  effect  surprise  not  capable  with  illumination  and  other 
low  mussle  velocity  weapons.  This  unit  requested  augmentation  with  the 
AN/TPS-25,  by  USARV  Form  47-R  and  DA  2765-1  on  4  January  1967. 

Observation:  That  AW  units  in  Vietnam  be  augmented  with 
An/TPS-25  Anti-Personnel  Radars. 

d.  Grenade  Screens. 

Item:  Grenade  Screens  for  turret  protection,  Twin  40mm 
Motor  Carriage,  M42. 

Discussion:  Much  thought  and  some  research  was  conducted  at 

Fort  Bliss  on  fabrication  of  a  grenade  screen  for  the  turret  of  the  M42. 
Operations  conducted  by  this  unit  to  date  have  indicated  no  requirements 
for  a  grenade  screen.  Besides  being  a  hinderance  in  a  light  and  fast 
moving  situation,  heavy  jungle  would  most  likely  become  entangled  and 
tear  off  any  constructed  screen. 

Observation:  Development  work  in  this  area  whould  not  be 
pursued  further. 
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AVFA-AT-1/44-C  6  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  Janaury  1967 
(Initial  Report)  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

e.  Removal  of  Draw  Bar,  M55  MG  Mount. 

Item:  The  draw  bar  of  the  M20  Trailer  is  a  safety  hasard 
when  the  M55  Mount  is  employed  on  a  2%  ton  truck. 

Discussion:  To  prevent  possible  injuries  to  the  crew,  the 
draw  bar  should  be  removed  from  the  M20  Trailer  when  the  M55  Mount  is 
employed  on  the  bed  of  the  2%  ton  truck.  This  will  enable  the  crew  to 
service  the  weapon  without  fear  of  stumbling  over  the  draw  bar  or  possible 
getting  caught  between  the  draw  bar  and  the  mount. 

Observation:  That  M55  crews  be  required  to  remove  the  draw 
bar  of  the  M20  Trailer  when  the  M55  is  employed  on  the  2%  ton  truck. 

f.  M79  Grenade  Launcher. 

Item:  M79  Grenade  Launcher  for  M42  crew. 

Discussion:  When  deployed  in  an  isolated  position  or  when 
moving  on  a  trail  in  dense  foliage,  a  requirement  exists  for  a  shock 
weapon  for  flank  protection  which  can  be  easily  fired  from  the  turret  if 
required. 


Observation:  Augmentation  of  the  M79  to  the  M42  would 
greatly  enhance  the  gun  crews'  capabilities  in  ground  support  and  self- 
definse. 

3.  TRAINING  AND  ORGANIZATION 

Item:  Authorized  crew  for  the  Caliber  .50  M55  Mount  is  not 
sufficient,  reference  TOE  44-85  T. 

Discussion:  The ^personnel  authorized  by  TOE  are  insufficient 
for  maximum  effectiveness  of  the  M55  weapon.  The  weapon  was  designed  to 
be  manned  by  a  crew  of  four;  the  squad  leader,  gunner,  left  and  right 
machinegunners.  If  the  fire  unit  were  dismounted  from  its  prime  mover 
this  crew  would  be  iufficient.  However,  employment  experience  with  this 
weapon  has  been  generally  one  requiring  mobility.  This  means  that  a 
driver  is  required,  and  under  present  organization  this  driver  comes 
from  the  crew  which  reduces  the  weapon  efficiency.  This  unit  requested 
amendment  to  the  TOE  adding  a  driver  to  each  gun  squad  as  outlined  in 
the  44-57  in  July  1966  which  was  forwarded  to  Headquarters,  6th  Artillery 
Group. 


Observation:  TOE  64-85  should  be  changed  to  add  a  driver 
to  each  M55  crew. 
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AVFA-AT-1/44-C  11  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1967 
(Initial  Report)  Report!  Control  Symbol  CSFGR-65 

4.  INTELLIGENCE 

None 

4.  LOGISTICS 

Item:  Water  collects  In  bottom  of  M20  Trailer* 

Discussion:  The  heavy  rainfall  occurring  in  Vietnam  has  necessi¬ 
tated  the  drilling  of  drainage  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the  M20  Trailer 
which  transports  the  M55  Machinegun  Mount  to  allevaite  collection  of 
water.  Two  (2)  Holes  are  recommended,  one  (1)  to  the  front  and  one  (1) 
to  the  rear  of  the  trailer.  In  dry  weather  a  rubber  grommet  or  cork  may 
be  used  to  plug  these  holes  to  keep  out  dust. 

Observation:  That  drilling  of  holes  in  the  M20  Trailer  has 
solved  the  water  collection  problem.  Other  units  with  this  equipment 
should  be  informed  of  this  modification. 

6.  OTHER  (SUPPLIME NTARY  MEDICAL  KITS) 

Item:  Supplimentary  Medical  Kits. 

Discussion:  The  Battalion  surgeon  has  taken  Caliber  .50 
ammunition  cans  and  prepared  medical  Items  to  augment  first  aid  kits 
when  platoons  or  other  elements  are  on  extended  D/S  missions.  These  kits 
normally  contain: 


Salt  Tablets 
Insecticide  Powder 
Foot  Powder 
Purification  Tablets 
Papsome  Tablets 
Cloroqulne-Primaquine  Tablets 
Calmlne  Lotion 
Extra  Bandages 

Observation:  This  sugestion  should  be  disseminated  to  other 
combat  Battalions. 
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AVFA-AT-1/44-C  11  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1967 
(Initial  Report)  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

PART  II,  Recommendations 

1.  PERSONNEL 

I 

Recommend  that  all  echelons  give  close  supervision  to  screening 
of  personnel  for  assignment  to  a  unit  deploying  overseas. 

2.  OPERATIONS 

a*  Recommend  that  the  use  of  20mm  ammunition  containers  as 
ammunition  boxes  to  Increase  the  load  capacity  of  the  Caliber  .50  M55 
Mount  be  disseminated  to  other  machlnegun  batteries. 

b.  Recommend  that  the  request  for  binoculars,  gunners  quadrant 
and  compass  to  allow  the  Caliber  .50  M55  Mount  to  undertake  Indirect  fire 
missions  be  approved. 

c.  Recommend  that  AW  units  In  Vietnam  be  augmented  with  the 

AN  /TPS- 2  5  Anti-Personnel  Radar  to  increase  mission  efficiency  in  perimeter 
defense. 

d.  Recommend  development  work  on  a  fabricated  grenade  screen 
for  the  M42  turret  be  discontinued. 

e.  Recommend  the  safety  hazard  caused  by  the  draw  bar  of  the  M20 
Trailer,  when  the  M55  Mount  Is  employed  on  the  2^-ton  truck,  be  disseminated. 

f.  Recommend  that  the  request  of  M79  Grenade  Launchers  to 
augment  the  M42  gun  crews'  ability  of  self-defense  and  ground  support  be 
approved. 

3.  TRAINING  AND  ORGANIZATION 

a.  Recommend  that  the  training  program  of  automatic  weapons  units 
In  the  ground  role  be  increased  and  given  equal  emphasis  with  the 
air  defense  role. 

b.  Recommend  that  TOE  44-8  T,  Air  Defense  Artillery  Machlnegun 
Battery  Caliber  .50  be  changed  to  add  a  driver  to  each  M55  crew. 
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AVFA-AT-1/44-C  11  February  1967 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1967 
(Initial  Report)  Reporta  Coitrol  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

4.  INTELLIGENCE 
None 

5.  LOGISTICS 


Recommend  that,  when  tactically  feasible,  a  unit  receive  a 
specific  assignment  prior  to  arrival  of  main  body  to  preclude  the  ship* 
ment  damage  and  loss  of  supplies. 


2  Incl  RICHARD  L.  PICKARD 

Missions  Performed  Major,  Arty 

Employment  of  AW  In  3d  NAF  TAQR  Acting  Commander 


DISTRIBUTION: 

2- CINCUSARPAC 

3- CG,  USARV 

6-CG,  IFFORCEV  (ARTY) 
Info  Copy 

1-CG,  3d  MARDIV  (Fwd) 
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OTA-tf-D  (11  lab  67)  1st  Xnd 

SUBJECT*  Opsrstioasl  Report  of  Lsssons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 
J3  mdiaf  31  Jew ary  1967  (R03  C3KH-65)(iet  Bn,  With  Arty)(U) 

HBIDQIURTERS,  X  FIELD  10X01  VIETNAM  AtTXLXAX,  APO  96350  16  Ftb  67 

TO*  Co— ndlnf  Qtntral,  X  Hold  Farts  Vietnam,  ATTN*  ATFA-OC-O&T, 

APO  96350 

1*  Concur  is  observations  and  reeo— Motions  contained  In  baslo 
oeaaaaaieatloa# 

2*  The  follovinc  additiossl  econents  art  subaitted# 

*•  Refers  nee  Station  I,  part  8as  requested  unit  to  sabwit  requi¬ 
sitions  for  sab J tot  radios* 

b.  Rtfertnot  Section  H,  Part  II,  para  2as  dltttainattd  in 
February  67  I  FFCROEV  Arty  Newsletter* 

o*  Rtfertnot  Section  XX,  Part  XI,  pars  2b,  pars  2c  and  pro  2ft 
Rtfaosto  redo— ndiag  approval  hare  been  forwarded# 

•IV  ■ 

d#  Rtfertnot  Station  XI,  Part  X,  para  2ts  Disseminated  In  the 
February  67  I  FPCRCEV  Arty  NswUetters. 


KB  THE  OQMKffBERt 
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l  1 

AVFA-OC-OT  (11  Feb  67)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1967, 
(RC8  CSFOR-65)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  1  FIE  ID  FORCE  VIETNAM,  APO  96350  17  MAR  1967 

TOi  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  APO  96307 

1.  (U)  Concur  with  the  contents  of  the  Operational  Report  for 

Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1967  of  let  Battalion,  Uith  Artillery, 
and  preceding  indorsement  with  the  following  comments. 

(C)  Reference  Section  I,  paragraph  6a:  Appropriate  follow-up 
action  will  be  taken  to  deliver  the  radios  as  soon  as  they  bedane  avail¬ 
able. 


3*  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  II  -  Recommendations. 

a.  Refere~.ce  paragraph  It  The  screening  of  personnel  prior  to 
assignment  to  an  organization  scheduled  for  deployment  does  not  preclude 
further  screening  by  the  organization  to  which  they  are  assigned. 

b.  Reference  paragraph  2a  t  An  equipment  Improvement  recommen¬ 
dation  (EIR)  should  be  submitted  by  the  organization. 

c.  Reference  paragraph  2b,  2c, and  2ft  The  organization  should 
follow-up  USARV  form  1*7  action  with  request  for  MTOE  change. 

d.  Reference  paragraph  2d:  In  view  of  the  experiences  of  this 
organization,  consideration  should  be  given  to  discontinuance  of  the  pro¬ 
ject. 


e.  Reference  paragraph  2e:  The  safety  hazard  caused  by  use  of 
the  draw  bar  as  described  should  be  widely  publicized  in  appropriate  pub¬ 
lications. 

f  •  Reference  paragraph  3a:  Determination  of  the  contents  of  an 
organizational  training  program,  except  for  mandatory  training,  is  within 
the  prerogative  of  the  commander  concerned. 


g.  Reference  paragraph  3b:  An  appropriate  request  for  MTOE 
change  should  be  submitted  by  the  organization. 


h.  Reference  paragraph  $:  All  units  are  given  specific  assign¬ 
ments  prior  to  deployment,  however,  tactical  considerations  may  necessitate 
that  such  assignments  be  changed. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER* 


2  Inc  Is 
no 

DOWNGRADED  AT  3  mi  INTERVALS 
tlfCLASSIflfO  AFTfR  17  YEARS. 

„  POD  011  5200  10  _ 
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AVHGC-DH  (11  Fsb  67)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lesson*  Learned  for  the  Period  Siding 
31  January  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARM!  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96307  2  7  APR  19t>/ 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT 

APO  9655S 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  31  January  1967  from  Headquarters,  1st 
Battalion  (AW)(SP),  44th  Artillery  as  indorsed. 

2.  Pertinent  comment e  follow: 

a.  Reference  Paragraph  6a,  Page  6;  Paragraph  2a,  1st  In¬ 
dorsement;  and  Paragraph  2,  2d  Indorsement,  concerning  the  require¬ 
ment  for  AN/GRC-106  radios:  Unit’s  TOE  authorisation  for  AN/GRC-106 
radios  is  valid.  Assets  are  available  in  CONUS  depot  stocks.  Upon 
receipt  of  the  radios  in  RVN  they  will  be  exchanged  for  the  AN/GRC-19 
radios. 

b.  Reference  Paragraph  1,  Page  7;  Paragraph  1,  Page  11;  and 
Paragraph  3a,  2d  Indorsement,  concerning  the  need  for  careful  screening 
of  personnel  for  assignment  to  a  unit  scheduled  for  deployment:  Concur 
with  unit's  recommendation  and  comment  of  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force 
Vietnam,  in  2d  Indorsement. 

c.  Reference  Paragraph  2a,  Page  7;  Paragraph  2a,  Page  11; 

Paragraph  2b,  2d  Indorsement;  and  Paragraph  3b,  2d  Indorsement,  con¬ 
cerning  the  method  developed  by  the  unit  to  increase  the  ammunition 
capacity  of  the  M55  mount:  Concur  with  the  comments  of  the  indorsing 
headquarters. 

d.  Reference  Paragraphs  2b,  2c,  and  2f,  Pages  B  and  9;  Para¬ 
graphs  2b,  2e,  and  2f,  Page  11;  Paragraph  2c,  1st  Indorsement;  and 
Paragraph  3c,  2d  Indorsement,  concerning  requests  for  equipment  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  TOE  authorization:  The  appropriate  procedure  for  requesting 
permanent  authorisation  for  augmentation  to  TOE  allowances  of  equip¬ 
ment  is  through  the  submission  of  an  HTOE  in  accordance  with  USARV 
Regulation  310-31  and  USARV  Message  (U)  AVHGC-OT  19073  DIG  251132Z 
Mar  67,  subject:  Changes  in  Equipment  Authorisation.  Additional  con¬ 
sideration  should  be  given  to  augaentation  with  radar  sets  currently 
authorized  infantry  units  (TPS-33  or  PPS-4),  rather  than  the  AN/TPS-25, 
since  the  latter  is  an  extremely  low  density  item  in  RVN,  Zero  balances 
are  reported  in  RVN  depot  stocks,  and  world-wide  inventory  on  this  set 
is  low. 
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AVHGC-DH  (11  Feb  67)  27  APRlbo/ 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Biding 
31  January  1967  (RCS  CSFCR-65) 

e.  Reference  Paragraph  2d,  Page  8;  Paragraph  2d,  Page  11; 
and  Paragraph  3d,  2d  Indorsement,  concerning  the  development  of  a  gre¬ 
nade  screen  for  twin  kOmt  carriage,  M42:  This  headquarters  has  not 
monitored  the  development  of  an  M42  grenade  screen  and  has  no  infor¬ 
mation  on  its  research  or  fabrication*  Recommend  that  unit’s  conments 
on  this  item  be  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  CONUS  headquarters  and 
agencies  forcoonsideration. 

f.  Reference  Paragraph  2s,  Page  9;  Paragraph  2e,  Page  11; 
Paragraph  2d,  1st  Indorsement;  and  Paragraph  3e,  2d  Indorsement,  con¬ 
cerning  safety  hazard  with  the  M20  trailer:  This  headquarters  will 
dispatch  a  message  to  all  units,  pointing  out  the  potential  safety 
hazard  with  reconmended  remedial  action. 

g.  Reference  Paragraph  3»  Page  9;  Paragraph  3b,  Page  11; 
and  Paragraph  3g>  2d  Indorsement:  Requests  for  personnel  augmentation 
to  TOE  authorization  should  be  subeiitted  in  accordance  with  USARV  Reg¬ 
ulation  310-31*  As  the  current  DA  policy  necessitates  space  for  space 
adjustments,  all  elements  of  each  level  of  command  should  be  screened 
for  less  essential  trade-off  spaces*  Identification  of  such  spaces 
and  recommendations  for  their  trade  off  for  this  requirement  should 
be  included  in  the  MTOE  submission. 

h.  Reference  Paragraph  5,  Page  10,  concerning  drainage  holes 
in  M20  trailers:  Unit  should  submit  an  equipment  improvement  report 
concerning  their  modification  to  the  trailer* 

i*  Reference  Paragraph  3d(l),  Page  3;  Paragraph  3a,  Page  11; 
and  Paragraph  3f,  2d  Indorsement,  concerning  training:  Concur.  Recom¬ 
mend  that  automatic  weapons  units  scheduled  for  deployment  to  RVI  re¬ 
ceive  additional  training  in  the  employment  of  automatic  weapons  in  a 
ground  role. 

j.  Reference  Paragraph  4c,  Page  4;  Paragraph  5,  Page  i;  and 
Paragraph  3h,  2d  Indorsement,  concerning  the  need  to  inform  a  de;  -oying 
unit  of  its  specific  assignment:  Unit’s  recommended  procedure  is  the 
policy  of  this  headquarters.  Concur  with  conments  of  I  Field  Force 
Vietnam  in  2d  Indorsement. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


2  Incl 
nc 
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CPOP-0t(ll  Feb  67)  4th  Ind  (C) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 

31  January  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65),  HQ  let  Bn  (AW)  (WP)  44  th  Arty 

HQ,  US  ARMT,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96S58  \2  MWU' 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  8taff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Aray,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


1.  (U)  The  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period 

ending  31  January  1967  from  Headquarters  1st  Battalion  (AW)(SP), 
44th  Artillery  has  been  reviewed.  This  headquarters  concurs  in  the 
report  as  modified  by  subsequent  Indorsements. 


made: 


2.  (C)  The  following  additional  comment  and  recommendation  is 


As  of  31  March  1967,  USARV  had  an  overall  operating  strength 
of  1476  personnel  in  MOS  13F  (Automatic  Weapons  Crewman)  as  compared 
to  an  authorized  strength  of  1564.  Recommend  action  continue  to 
fill  USARV' 8  authorized  requirements  for  this  MOS. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


2  Incl 
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DATE 

UNIT 

MISSION 

5-7  Dec  66 

4th  Section) 

G/65 

Convoy  protection  for  3d  MARDIV 
from  Phu  Bal  to  Da  Nang  and 
return. 

7-11  Dec  66 

2  Squad, 

G/65 

Convoy  and  sand  pit  protection 
at  Dong  Ha. 

12  Dec  66 

5th  Section, 

G/65 

Convoy  protection  for  C/1/44 
from  Dong  Ha  to  Camp  J.J.  Carroll. 

13  Dec  66 

2  Squad, 

G/65 

Protection  for  Marine  Engineer 

Recon  Element  from  Phu  Bal, 
north  of  Hue  and  return. 

14-18  Dec  66 

3  Squads, 

G/65 

Protection  for  Marine  Engineer 
bridge  detail  and  convoy  escort, 

AMLO,  one  (1)  2 Vr  truck,  mounted 

M55  struck  mine  with  light  damage. 

18  Dec  (Con't) 

4th  Section, 

G/65 

Attached  3/26  Marines  for  OIN 

Chinook. 

18-19  Dec  66 

6  Squads, 

G/65 

Convoy  security  3/26  Marines 
from  Dong  Ha  to  Phu  Bal. 

20  Dec  66 

2  Squads, 

G/65 

Convoy  escort  from  Phu  Bal 
to  OPN  Chinook  and  return. 

20  Dec  66 

2  Squads, 

D/1/44 

D/S  3/26  Marines  on  search  and 
destroy  mission. 

20  Dec  66 

2  Squads, 

B/l/44 

Roving  Patrol,  Dong  Ha. 

21  Dec  66 

2  Squads, 

G/65 

Security  element  for  survey 
section  12th  Marines  from 

Dong  Ha  to  YD  181588  and  return. 

22  Dec  66 

6  Squads, 

B/l/44 

Conducted  roving  patrol  near 

Dong  Ha  with  2  Squads  Marines 
attached. 

23  Dec  66 

6  Squads, 

D/1/44 

Attached  to  3/26  Marines  for 

OR*  Chinook. 

(Incl  1,  Ref  Section 

I,  Para  3b) 
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DATE 

UNIT 

MISSION 

24-25  Dec  66 

4  Squads, 

G/  65 

Convoy  security  from  Dong  Ha 
to  Phu  Bal  and  return. 

26  Dec  66 

4  Squads, 

A/ 1/44 

Conducted  roving  patrol. 

27  Dec  66 

4  Squads, 

B/l/44 

Conducted  roving  patrol. 

28  Dec  66 

4  Squads, 

A/ 1/44 

Conducted  roving  patrol. 

29  Dec  66 

1  Squad, 

HQ/ 1/44 

Conducted  foot  patrol. 

30  Dec  66 

2  Squads, 

C/1/44 

D/S  3/3  Marines  on  search 
and  destroy  mission. 

31  Dec  66-1  Jan  67 

2  Squads, 

B/l/44 

D/S  3/4  Marines  at  Cam  Lo. 

1-3  Jan  67 

1  Squad, 

A/ 1/44 

Local  security  of  Q»*ang  Tri 
Army  Advisor  Group. 

4  Jan  67 

2  Squads, 

C/1/44 

D/S  11th  Marine  Engineers, 
vicinity  988559. 

7-9  Jan  67 

2  Squads, 

C/1/44 

D/S  2/3  Marines. 

11-21  Jan  67 

2  Squads, 

A/ 1/44 

Re  leaved  B/l/44  in  D/S  3/4 
Marines  at  Cam  Lo. 

11  Jan  67 

4  Squads, 

C/1/44 

D/S  2/3  Marines,  vicinity 
coord  987581. 

12  Jan  67 

4  Squads, 

C/1/44 

D/S  3/3  Marines  vicinity 

YD  994559. 

13  Jan  67 

4  Squads, 

C/1/44 

Fired  60  missions  preparation 
fire  in  D/S  2/3  Marines  prior 
to  assault. 

14-21  Jan  67 

2  Squads, 

Augment  2  Squads  presently 
in  D/S  3/4  Marines  at  Cam  Lo. 

(Incl  1,  Ref  Section  I 
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DATE 

UNIT 

MISSION 

15  Jan  67 

2  Squads, 
B/l/44 

D/S  of  unit  foot  patrol  near 
Dong  Ha,  one  (1)  M42  struck 
squill  mine.  Limited  damage. 

20  Jan  67 

5  Squads, 

G/65 

Convoy  escort  from  Dong  Ha 
to  OR*  Chinook  and  return. 

21-27  Jan  67 

6  Squads, 
B/l/44 

D/S  3/4  Marines  vicinity  Cam  Lo 
for  search  and  destroy  mission. 

27  Jan  67 

4  Squads, 

G/65 

Convoy  escort  from  Dong  Ha  to 
Cam  Lo  and  return. 

28  Jan  67 

2  Squads, 
D/1/44 

D/S  12th  Marines  for  security 
of  Arty  position. 

30  Jan  67 

4  Squads, 
B/l/44 

D/S  K/3/4  Marines  on  sweep 
mission.  One  (1)  M42  struck 
large  AT  Mine.  Five  (5)  FR  WIA 
(Refs  SITREP  291800H  to 

301800H  Jan  67,  CO,  1/44). 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  AUTOMATIC  WEAPONS  BATTALION  IN  THE  3D 
MARINE  AMPHIBIOUS  FORCE  TACTICAL  AREA  OF  RESPONSIBILITY 

1.  The  1st  Bn  (AW)  (SP),  44th  Arty  with  Btry  G,  65th  Arty  attached, 
Is  employed  In  the  dual  mission  of  air  defense  and  the  ground  defense 
role.  Both  the  40ram  Gun,  Motor  Carriage  M42  and  Multiple  Caliber  .50 
Machinegun  Mount  M55  are  utilized.  These  weapons  are  emplaced  to  maxi- 
mlze  their  effectiveness  in  both  roles.  Some  compromise  is  necessary 

in  positioning  weapons  for  the  air-ground  roles,  but,  generally  where 
terrain  in  this  area  has  dictated  a  ground  defense  position,  it  has 
been  suitable,  if  not  the  optimum  position  for  air  defense.  In  that 
these  weapons  employ  visual  air  defense  fire  direction,  and  the  greatest 
ground  threat  is  normally  during  the  hours  of  darkness,  the  dual  ground- 
air  role  is  normally  a  night  and  day  operation  respectively.  Command 
and  control  from  HMNTto  EENT  originates  with  the  Battalion  Army  Air 
Defense  Command  Post  (AADCP)  in  the  air  defense  role.  During  hours  of 
darkness  and  daylight  periods  of  ground  defense  alert,  command  and 
control  of  gun  squads  reverts  to  Perimeter  Defense  Sector  Commanders. 

2.  As  convoy  escort,  both  the  M42  and  M55  can  be  used  effectively. 
The  M55  mounted  on  a  2^-ton  truck  is  preferred  due  to  road  and  bridge 
limitations  of  the  M42  as  well  as  age  and  maintenance  requirements  of 
the  M42  motor  carriage.  Deployment  for  convoy  escort  is  generally 
dispersal  of  weapons  throughout  the  convoy  with  one  weapon  in  the  lead 
and  one  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  column.  Usually  some  weapons  in 
the  column  are  placed  with  quick  reaction  forces  and  are  prepared  to 
move  to  point  of  contact  quickly  if  the  column  is  ambushed. 

3.  With  its  rapid  overland  and  manuever  capability,  the  M42 
has  been  utilized  for  patrol  duty  through  outlying  areas  of  base  de¬ 
fenses.  Patrols  are  made  with  normally  four  (4)  M42  vehicles  in  a 
3-1  formation.  Sometimes  infantry  are  deployed  on  M42's  so  that 
thicket  areas  can  be  probed  on  foot  while  M42'b  manuever  to  provide 
continuous  fire  support. 

4.  Both  the  M42  and  M55  have  proved  effective  and  economical  in 
manpower  for  protection  of  command  posts,  engineer  work  parties  and 
defense  of  point  targets  such  as  bridges.  The  high  rate  of  fire  of 
these  weapons  lowers  the  guard  protection  requirement,  therefore, 
releasing  infantry  to  other  priority  tasks. 

5.  Harrassing  and  interdiction  fires  have  been  successfully 
accomplished  using  both  the  M42  and  M55  weapon  systems.  Both  direct 
fire  and  indirect  fire  missions  have  been  utilized.  When  included  in 
the  overall  fire  plan,  these  weapons  are  most  suitable  to  fire  flat 
trajectory  fires  along  ridge  lines  surrounding  base  camps  or  into 
probable  avenues  of  approach.  The  rapid  rate  of  high  velocity  fire, 
gives  a  surprise  effect  not  possible  with  lower  muzzle  velocity  weapons. 

6.  Due  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  DMZ  and  the  island  of  Hainan, 
air  defense  early  warning  is  critical.  The  Battalion  AN/GSS-1  radar 

is  employed  as  a  gap  filler  and  alternate  radar  system  to  the  U.  S. 
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~ir  Foroo  Command  and  Roporting  Poet  (CRP).  Aarly  warning  for  nir 
dofonso  is  gathorod,  oorrelatod  and  idontifiod  by  tho  CRP  and  passod 
to  tho  „*.JDCP  by  tho  Battalion  Liaison  Toon,  looatod  jointly  with  tho  CRP. 

Basod  on  oarly  warning)  tho  **ir  Dofonso  Commander  (Battalion  Commander) 
aakos  his  dooision  as  to  the  dogroe  of  roadinese  posture*  Gun 
pointing  information  is  passed  to  firo  units  in  polar  coordinates 
Azimuth  and  rango)* 


7*  In  diroot  support  of  infantry  on  sooroh  and  destroy  missions) 
the  1142  has  proved  its  mottle.  Missions  have  boon  porfomed  with  tho 
u42)  being  used  in  flank  positions  of  infantry  or  just  to  tho  roar  of 
sweeping  olononts*  When  called  on,  tho  M42  was  ready  to  deliver  its 
firopowor.  Many  bunkors  and  othor  snoqr  strong  points  have  boon 
neutralized  with  AW  firo  in  this  manner*  Tho  M42  has  also  boon  usod  as 
port  of  blooking  foroos  in  those  operations.  Normally,  four  (4)  to 
six  (6)  M42's  aro  attaohod  to  a  oompany *  V 

t 

8.  In  tho  noar  futuro,  this  AW  Battalion  is  looking  forward  to 
oxtensivo  and  now  operations  *  With  tho  end  of  tho  nonsoon  rains , 
groat  or  uao  oan  bo  nado  of  the  M42  in  largo  soalc  offonsivc  operations. 

tho  M55  is  air  tronsportablo  by  medium  holiooptors ,  oxoollont  ubg 
can  ba  nado  of  thaso  weapons  In  scouring  landing  zones  and  assembly 
points. 
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